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We welcome William Price as our new Extension 
Livestock & Range Field Faculty serving Baker and 
Union Counties. Will has been here for a year but 
since this is the first Ranch Review newsletter to be 
mailed out since before covid, it’s a good time to 
do an introduction.  
Originally from Ontario, he is excited to continue 
working with livestock producers and other 
stakeholders to the benefit of Eastern Oregon. Will 
holds a Master’s degree in Natural Resources from 
the University of Idaho and a Bachelor’s degree in 
Rangeland Ecology and Management from Utah 
State University. He has worked with livestock 
producers and Extension professionals in Oregon, 
Idaho, Utah, and North Dakota. Since 2019 Will has 
worked with OSU Extension, livestock producers, 
and the Bureau of Land Management to conduct applied rangeland management 
research in Malheur County. 
 

 

In the spring/summer of 2023, Dr. Navneet Kaur and Darrin L. Walenta will conduct a field 
survey to determine if the successful biocontrol program for the cereal leaf beetle in PNW 
cereal production systems is still providing effective control.  The introduced larval 
parasitoid wasp (Tetrastichus Julis) was released in the early to mid-2000s and successfully 
established in many areas around the PNW including northeastern Oregon.  Traditional 
control of CLB with insecticide has decreased significantly since T. julis establishment.  We 
would appreciate it greatly if you would please fill out this very short survey (use QR code 
or the link below) and also let us know if you are willing to cooperate in the field survey 
effort by letting us collect CLB larvae from any of your infested fields so we can evaluate T. 

julis parasitism rates.  The online survey can be 
accessed at https://survey.az1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_6Yw0jEuzgS5zpVs 
or via the following QR code. 

Figure 1. Cereal leaf  
beetle adult 

Figure 2. Cereal leaf 
beetle larvae and 
Tetrastichus julis 
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OSU Extension faculty in Baker, Harney, and Malheur Counites are studying the potential to use cattle 
grazing during the fall and winter months to reduce invasive annual grasses on rangelands. By reducing 
these annual grasses managers can reduce the risk of wildfire and promote perennial grasses, increasing 
the quality and quantity of forage available for cattle. 
 
Traditionally, targeted grazing of annual grasses is done in the spring, however, repeated heavy use may 
have also harm desired species. The current research is utilizing grazing during the fall and winter when 
perennial species are dormant and grazing is unlikely to have a negative impact. Grazing treatments in-
cluded in the study are traditional summer use, dormant season use during the fall and winter, traditional 
summer plus dormant season grazing, and no grazing. 
 
The study began in the fall of 2018 on rangelands managed by the Vale District Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Also partnered on the project are University of Idaho Extension, Boise State University, University of 
Nevada Cooperative Extension, and USDA Agricultural Research Service – Burns. 
 
While the results so far are preliminary, it appears that dormant season grazing in addition to traditional 
summer use may have a positive effect on perennial grasses compared to grazing exclusion. 

Figure 1: Density of perennial grasses in the Traditional + Dormant Season treatment and the No Graze 
treatment from 2018 – 2022. 
 
In addition to the vegetation response study, researchers are also looking at cattle behavior and  
performance during the dormant season grazing period, as well as developing tools to use remote sensing 
technologies for adaptive grazing management throughout the year. 
 
This work has been supported by USDA-NIFA, Oregon Beef Council, the National Public Lands Council, 
and OR-WA Bureau of Land Management. 
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If you get your drinking water from a well you can get a free 
water test.  The goal of the study is to learn about chemical 
contaminants in well water, the health of those who drink well 
water, and how wells are maintained.  To participate, you will 
complete a 30-60 minute survey, receive and return a well water 
test kit, and then receive your well water test results with a 
guided explanation.  If you are interested in participating, please 
visit https://wellwater.oregonstate.edu/bewellstudy for more 
information. 

 

The PNW Canola Association and 
OSU Extension Service will co-host 
another canola stop ‘n’ talk in the 
Grande Ronde Valley on June 27th.  
Canola production is on the rise 
across the PNW including NE Oregon. 

The stop ‘n’ talk tours are a great opportunity to have an informal discussion to answer any questions you 
have about production, marketing, and sharing knowledge from previous canola production seasons.   
 
Stay tuned for more details!  If you have questions or suggestions, please contact Karen Sowers at          
pnwcanola@gmail.com or visit the events calendar at https://pnwcanola.org/calendar to see dates/
locations of all other canola outreach events in the region.  Growers, ag service providers, seed company 
representatives, and anyone interested in canola production are  invited to attend! Please note this event is 
being offered as a NE Oregon regional event.  
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