4 Choosing the Right Chemical Applicator

B Oregon Department of Forestry:
www.oregon.gov/ODF/Working/Pages/FindAForester.aspx

B Ask a neighboring industrial forester if they could share contacts for
applicators they use.

B Ask the state Department of Forestry or OSU Extension Service for a list
of applicators in your area. They can provide names but cannot make
specific recommendations.

Helpful resources

See these publications for more information about safe herbicide use and
regulations:

B Contracts for Woodland Owners (EC 1192)
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/
pdf/ec1192.pdf

B PNW Weed Management Handbook_
https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed

B Oregon’s Forest Protections Laws: An lllustrated Manual, Oregon Forest
Resources Institute
http://oregonforests.org/node/176

Brad Withrow-Robinson is the OSU Extension agent for Benton, Linn, and Polk counties.
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Choosing the Right

CHEMICAL APPLICATOR

for Your Family Forest

Photo: Loco Steve/CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

any family forest owners depend on professional operators to help
get things done on their property. This often includes the important
task of weed control. Finding the right person for the job is important.

M

Finding the right person starts with knowing what to look for when hiring.

Like most forestry practices, weed control is actually a mix of different
activities. When hiring a chemical applicator, you are looking for someone with
the right mix of knowledge, skill, equipment, and labor needed for the job.

It is important to get this right. Weed control is a very important step. Poor
work can waste money or injure your trees. Even worse, it could mean damaging
the environment or neighboring crops, creating liability issues for you.

So how do you choose the right chemical applicator? It boils down to
communicating about needs and expectations. Here are some key questions
and some specific things to talk about before hiring an applicator to work on
your property.
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